Current guidelines use cefoxitin breakpoints to predict methicillin resistance, but there is evidence to suggest that oxacillin may be the best surrogate for S. schleiferi. The cefinase test is a rapid method used to detect the production of ␤-lactamase-producing bacteria and is sometimes used to test for BlaZ activity in staphylococci but does not detect PBP modifications associated with methicillin resistance.
TAKE-HOME POINTS
• S. schleiferi is a component of the normal skin microbiota of dogs but can cause zoonotic infections.
• S. schleiferi is an uncommon but important cause of human infections that is associated with endocarditis, device infections, bacteremia, osteomyelitis, and skin and soft tissue infections.
• S. schleiferi may be mistaken for S. aureus because of characteristics such as beta-hemolysis on blood agar and a positive coagulase test. However, S. schleiferi is PYR positive, while S. aureus is PYR negative.
• Accurate identification of S. schleiferi is clinically relevant, as mecA is relatively common in this species, but methods for detection of methicillin resistance differ between staphylococcal species.
